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A RECENT PERFORMANCE OF BU-GAKU IN THE SHINJUKU IMPERIAL GARDENS, A BU-GAKU DANCER GIVING HIS PERFORMANCE. DURING THE TOKUGAWA REGIME 
WHERE IN THE PAST ONLY THE IMPERIAL HOUSEHOLD WERE PERMITTED TO (1603-1868) THE DANCES WERE PERFORMED ANNUALLY AT THE SHISHIIDEN PALACE 
WITNESS IT. ON THIS OCCASION MANY GUESTS WERE INVITED KYOTO, BUT IN THE MID-NINETEENTH CENTURY THEY LAPSED 


“THE impressive Bu-gaku dance, given 
in costumes of such beauty and 
value that they are scheduled as National 
Treasures of Japan, is illustrated on this 
page It is a Court dance of ancient 
Continental Asiatic origin, which, accord- 
ing to legendary story, was introduced 
to Japan from Korea after the Empress 
Jingo had sent an expedition against 
that kingdom in 200 A.D In later 
centuries other Bu-gaku experts were 
introduced into Japan, and the Prince 
Regent Shotoku Taiski (572-621 A.D 
the father of Japanese Buddhism 
established a dancing institute at the 
Shitenno-ji Temple in Osaka, where 
Korean dancing was taught so that it 
might be performed at the Buddhist 
services During the Tokugawa régime 
1603-1868), the Bu-gaku dances were 
given annually at the Imperial Palace 
at Kyoto, but at the close of the dynasty 
they began to lose their popularity and 
gradually tell into disuse Upon the 
restoration in 1868 of the Imperial 
Administration, the Court musicians and 
dancers were newly-appointed and the 
Eu-gaku was given at the New Year 
dinner-party held at Court on Januaty 5 
every year Danced by nobles, the 
Bu-gaku was witnessed only by the 
Court. Since the occupation of Japan 
the dance has been reintroduced and 
performed before the public at the 
Imperial Theatre, Tokyo, and at the 
Shinjuku Imperial Gardens The dance 
represents battlefield scenes and Court 
manners and customs of the countries 
of its origin The musical instruments 
as well a ne rnificent costumes 
are scheduled as NationalTreasure 


ATTIRED IN COSTUMES AS RICH AS THOSE WORN BY THE DANCERS: THE ORCHESTRA OF THE BU-GAKU DANCES. THIS CONSISTS OF 


HUGE DRUM, SMALLER ONES OF DIFFERENT DESIGN, AND NUMEROUS FLUTES AND GONGS 


AN OBJECT OF ADMIRATION FOR THE AUDIENCE OF SMALL CHILDREN: A DANCER A VIEW OF THE GREAT GONG WHICH IS STRUCK TO INDICATE THE 
(IN THE STATELY AND ELABORATE WARRIOR'S COSTUME WALKING WITH MEASURED PERFORMANCE THE GORGEOUS INSTRUMENTS AND MAGNIFICENT 
TEPS TOWARDS THE TAGE ON WHICH HE IS TO PERFORM THE BU-GAKU ARE LISTED AS NATIONAL TREASURI 


ONCE PERFORMED BY NOBLES FOR THE COURT ALONE: THE JAPANESE BU-GAKU Di 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 


Continucd 
may attempt to raid the ripening grapes. When the harvesting starts, Jerez is 


practically denuded of able-bodied men. All are in the vineyards ; and each vine- 
yard-keeper’s house becomes a comraunal centre, where workers eat and sleep. 
During the vendange, the pressing, which in the majority of vineyards is still done 


by trampling the grapes, never ceases. Feet are perpetually stamping, backs bending 
Comiiniked céiow. 
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KEEPING WATCH AND WARD OVER THE RIPENING GRAPES: THE VINEYARD FORE- st Pah eaten SS ree" 
MAN IN HIS SPECIALLY-CONSTRUCTED LOOK-OUT, READY TO SPOT ANY ATTEMPT * “Se Tete 
SO RAD THE CROP. THE DRYING-GARDEN OF THE VINEYARD: THE RIPE GRAPES ARE LAID OUT IN HEAPS 
ON STRAW MATS. THE ACTION OF THE SUN INCREASES THEIR SUGAR CONTENT. 


‘PAIN is a traditionally leisurely country, but when the time of the vendange Continued a 
n comes, all symptoms of manana disappear, and the whole population of under loads all day and night until every bunch is gathered, and the juice or must has 
the grape country is mobilised for work at high pressure. In the sherry district south gone to begin its long wait in the maturing-sheds of the Bodegas. The vendange is 
from Seville lies Jerez-la-Frontera, surrounded by sun-baked slopes on which grow always followed by a Festival, in which everyone joins. Some vineyards are, however, 


the sweet, green grapes which produce the most famous of Spanish wines. These becoming mechanised, but it will be many years before modern scientific methods 
(Continued below, everywhere displace the traditional ways, 


A CONFERENCE BETWEEN OWNER, FARMER AND VINEYARD FOREMAN AS TO WHEN THE HARVESTING 
SHOULD BEGIN: THE GRAPES ARE EXAMINED AND TESTED FREQUENTLY 


grapes are covered with a fine film of white dust from the soil, said to ensure the special flavour of 

the wine. As the time of the vendunge approaches, consultations take place between the 

landowner, the farmer and the vineyard foreman, as_ the grapes must be picked at the right 

moment—determined by tasting and examination. During the critical period before the harvest call 

goes out the grower gets little sleep or repose. Most of his time is spent patrolling or watching SHOWING THE WHITE DUST WHICH COVERS THEM AND IS SAID 

vineyards. The foreman must keep guard in a_ specially-constructed look-out, as thieves TO ADD TO THEIR FLAVOUR: THE VINEYARD FOREMAN WITH A 
BUNCH OF PALOMINO (SHERRY) GRAPES HE HAS BEEN INSPECTING, 
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WHEN JEREZ TOWN IS EMPTIED OF MEN: THE VENDANGE IN THE SHERRY COUNTRY. 








